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"~ LEYBOURNE LAKES DIVE-IN WEEKEND SAT 26™ & SUN 27 MAY

<

Welcome to your 8 May 2007 copy of the
CGSB SCUBA Club News

Click here for the Club CALENDAR

As we go headlong into the exam period,
ever wondered “whats the point ?” ?

While good exam results can’t guarantee you success
in the future, what they do do is to stop you from being
excluded from success.

It's a bit like a computer game. You wander around
Level 1, gathering energy life force, food, ammo and
experience, and somewhere there is a special key or
token to find.

At the time, you don’t know what the key is for, you just
know that you should pick it up. And in searching for
the key you sometimes have to struggle a bit, using up
some of your energy life force and making some choices
and sacrifices.

Its only later on that you realise that the special key is
the only way to get up to Level 2.

You may eventually find the portal, but if you hadn’t
picked up the key on the way, you'll be excluded from
passing through the portal and playing in Level 2.

Well, good exam results are one of life’s special keys.
With them you're a contender, without them you're
excluded.

So all those sacrifices and that extra effort in revision
will be well worth it in the long run !

Treat yourself to some diving when they're finished !!

PADI PRIZE DRAW

How do you want your newsletter ?

We are trying to find a newsletter format that you like

and that everybody can read. How would you like to

receive it ?
- As a PDF attachment — like this one

As a Plain Email

As an HTML Email

As a Website page

Other Ideas ?

Let us know which formats you can read
and which you prefer

If you'd like to join in, just let us know ! !'!

ONLINE SURVEYS - YOUR VOTE COUNTS

We are experimenting with online surveys so we can focus on what you want the club to do, and so we can get feedback
from you to understand what you have enjoyed and what we can do better.

You can vote for and against ideas, strongly or mildly.

So far, it seems you'd like to do some sea dives and more dives other than Leybourne. There are some ideas like diving
with seals, to shore dives, to non-diving activities ranging from Paintballing to dive-shows.

What do you want the club to do ?

If you haven't taken part yet, please would you take this opportunity by clicking on (or cut and paste) this link:-
http://invictadivers.co.uk/tinc?key=kzY xhwto&formname=CGSBDiving

Aquarium Dive Feedback

If you went on the Aquarium dive and haven't completed your feedback yet, please click on (or cut and paste) this link:-
http://invictadivers.co.uk/tinc?key=kzYxhwto&formname=CGSBAquariumDive

Note: if any of these links don’t work on your comp uter, please do let us know !!
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e will give you an overview of some of the UK dive sites which are accessible to yol
clude Chepstow, Cromhall, Gildenburgh, Horsea Island, Stoney Cove, Vobster Qu

tal dives, both shore-based diving and boat dives. If you'd like to do some UK se
erience with a variety of inland dives first.

5 edition, we look at Stoney Cove, the UK’s mo

Ve have an AwayDay dive to Stoney Cove during the halfi term break on Wednesday 30/May:

sifiying Open Water Div
r

Advanced Open Water courses

Want to take your diving further ? Want to have the option of participating in deeper dives ? Want a structured way of
exploring new diving scenarios and building your diving experience ?

Your next qualification is the PADI Advanced Open Water Diver certification (AOW), or the PADI Junior Advanced Open
Water Diver certification (JAOW) if you are under 15.

The course involves conducting 5 themed Adventure Dives with the supporting theory.

2 core Adventure Dives are mandatory:
The Navigation Adventure Dive will build upon the navigation you did for your Open Water
The Deep Adventure Dive takes you beyond your current depth limits to experience the difference

You have a choice of 3 elective Adventure Dives from a list of over 30, depending upon the location and availability
You might choose from wreck diving ... night diving ... peak performance buoyancy ... boat diving ...

As an AOW, you'll be qualified to dive down to 30 metres. If you're under 15, you'll qualify as a JAOW, able to dive down to
21 metres. When you turn 15, your qualification will convert into a full AOW, enabling you to dive down to 30 metres.

The PADI Advanced Open Water Diver qualification can also count towards your PE AS and A2 A-Levels (and your Open
Water Diver qualification can enable you to choose SCUBA Diving as an activity sport for your PE GCSE).

The cost of the PADI Advanced Diver Course is £219 for CGSB SCUBA Club Members.
The course fee can be split into 4 instalments to make it easier to manage.
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What is it ? — Stoney Cove is the UK’s busiest inland dive site, previously a working quarry, flooded by quarrying into
underground streams. The contours of the quarrying provide distinct diving areas with flat bottoms at different
depths, linked by roadways which the dumper trucks once used, and bounded by quarry faces. It is a brilliant place
to do your Advanced Open Water Diver deep and wreck dives !

Where is it ? — Stoney Cove is near Leicester,

about 2.5 hours by car

What is it like ? — There is something for

everyone, on a site so large you cannot see

everything in one visit. Visibility is much better

than Leybourne and there is much more to see

and do, and there are many more fish (roach,

perch, pike, crayfish ...)

A — Giant Stride entry/exit point called the “Bus Stop” (cos it looks like one)

B — Entry/exit points for controlled seated entries, with ladders, steps and a slipway

Novice Area — Down to 7m . About the same depth as Leybourne. Shoals of fish scoot in between the divers.
The name is a little patronising, because there is a lot to explore and enjoy, here, for everyone. Itis used as a
training area (like Leybourne) but there is also:-

1 — Viscount airliner cockpit. Often home to the big pike.

2 — Mock up of HG Wells’

Nautilus Submarine

3 — Block House. Like an

underwater “house”, you

can fin in through

underwater “doorways”

and “windows” and explore

inside. Safe, because you

can surface inside. With a

glass ceiling panel into the

pub/restaurant above (give

them a wave).

13 — A submerged site

office
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xx — Armoured Personnel Carrier. Close to the bus stop, though not shown on this map.
7 — Galleon. Mock up of a galleon wreck, made from 17" century timbers. Rather exclusive due to the distance
from the entry/exit points.

Intermediate Areas — Down to 22m  (you'll need to be a Junior Advanced Open Water Diver, Advanced Open Water
Diver, or doing your Advanced course to dive down to this level). If you are doing your Advanced, your first deep
dive will be following the roadway down behind the Viscount to this level, and then along the quarry face stopping at
the campervan, helicopter and Bedford van.

4 —Wessex helicopter. Sitting at the bottom of a quarry face are the remains of a Wessex helicopter, though a little
tired now, due to trophy hunters who have remove bits of it (doh !).
5 — Coach — a single-decker coach. Safe to go inside and explore, as
the roof has only the ribs of the frame remaining.
6 — VW Campervan
12 — Blow-off preventer.
This is a cap for an oil
well, placed over a
gusher, bolted down and
then the valve gradually
turned off to contain the
flow.
15 — Stanegarth. Along
with the Hydrobox, this is
what Stoney is most
famous for. A coastal tug boat specially prepared and sunk for divers.
It sits upright and intact with the deck at 18m and the bottom at 22m.
This will be the focus of the Wreck Dive for those doing their Advanced
course. For those doing a Wreck Specialty course (or already qualified
asa
Wreck
Specialty
Diver) it is possible to penetrate the Stanegarth all
the way from a hatch at the stern to a hatch forward
of the wheelhouse.

Expert Area — Down to 36m (you'll need to be
qualified as a Deep Specialty Diver or doing a Deep
Specialty course to dive down to this level)

9 — The key feature here is the Hydrobox.

This is an underwater capsule where working divers
(for example welding an oil rig support) could surface
into an air pocket inside, get out of the water, take a
break and have a bite to eat, while still at depth.

It has been placed here and disabled (so recreational
divers don't get stuck there), but it is still a magnet for
qualified deep divers and those doing the Deep Diver
Specialty course.

When can we go to Stoney Cove ?  Stoney is incredibly busy at weekends so, for a higher quality dive, it is better
to go during weekdays. That makes it ideal for half terms and holidays. For weekends, you really need to be there
before 5 in the morning, to queue to get a place !!

We'll arrange trips to Stoney when people are doing their Advanced courses, and for fun dives when people get in
touch and ask for a club dive there.

Stoney Cove is an AwayDay or a Weekender/Midweeker dive location.

Leaving early, it is feasible to plan for two dives in a single Awayday. With an overnight stop, it is possible to make
three dives (or five dives over two days).

We are organising an AwayDay dive to Stoney Cove
during the half term break on Wednesday 30/May.

If you would like to go, please get in touch .... Quickly !
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