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Welcome to your 19 June 2007 copy of the  
CGSB SCUBA Club News 
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www.InvictaDivers.com/CGSB.htm 
 

CClliicckk  hheerree  ffoorr  tthhee  CClluubb  CCAALLEENNDDAARR  
www.InvictaDivers.com/CGSBCalendar.htm 

OONNLLIINNEE  SSUURRVVEEYYSS  ––  YYOOUURR  VVOOTTEE  RREEAALLLLYY  DDOOEESS  CCOOUUNNTT  
  

We are experimenting with online surveys so we can focus on what you  want the club to do, and so we can get feedback 
from you to understand what you have enjoyed and what we can do better.    

YYoouu  mmaayy  nneeeedd  ttoo  aaccttiivvaattee  JJaavvaa  iinn  yyoouurr  bbrroowwsseerr  ––  iiff  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  lliinnkkss  ddoonn’’tt  wwoorrkk  ffoorr  yyoouu,,  pplleeaassee  ddoo  lleett  uuss  kknnooww  !!!!!!  
You can vote for and against ideas, strongly or mildly.      
So far, it seems you’d like to do some sea dives and more dives other than Leybourne.   There are some ideas like diving 
with seals, to shore dives, to non-diving activities ranging from Paintballing to dive-shows. 
 
What do you want the club to do ? 
If you haven’t taken part yet, please would you take this opportunity by clicking on (or cut and paste) this link:- 

http://invictadivers.co.uk/tinc?key=kzYxhwto&formname=CGSBDiving 
 
Aquarium Dive Feedback 
If you went on the Aquarium dive and haven’t completed your feedback yet, please click on (or cut and paste) this link:- 

http://invictadivers.co.uk/tinc?key=kzYxhwto&formname=CGSBAquariumDive 
 

PPAADDII  PPRRIIZZEE  DDRRAAWW  
 

Enter the PADI monthly prize draw for 
introducing friends and family to  

SCUBA diving 
  

Click on (or cut and paste) this link to read more ….> 
www.InvictaDivers.com/CGSBPADIDiversGetDivers.htm 

 

NNIIGGHHTT  DDIIVVEESS  
    

WWee  wwii ll ll   bbee  ccoonndduucctt iinngg  NNiigghhtt   DDiivveess  aatt   
LLeeyybboouurrnnee  LLaakkeess  oonn  tthhee  11sstt  aanndd  33rrdd  

WWeeddnneessddaayyss  ooff   tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  
ssuummmmeerr,,  ssuubbjjeecctt   ttoo  ddeemmaanndd::--  

44tthh  JJuullyy,,    1188tthh  JJuullyy  
11sstt  AAuugguusstt ,,    1155tthh  AAuugguusstt   

55tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,    1199tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  
  

WWee’’ ll ll   hhaavvee  aa  bbbbqq  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ddiivvee..  
TThhiiss  ccaann  ccoouunntt   ttoowwaarrddss  yyoouurr   AAddvvaanncceedd  OOppeenn  

WWaatteerr  DDiivveerr  qquuaall ii ff iiccaatt iioonn  ((nnoo,,  nnoott   tthhee  bbbbqq!!))  
    

LLeett   uuss  kknnooww  ii ff   yyoouu’’dd  ll iikkee  ttoo  jjooiinn  iinn  !! 

  

LLEEYYBBOOUURRNNEE  LLAAKKEESS  DDIIVVEESS    
EEvveerryy  SSaattuurrddaayy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  

SSuummmmeerr  
  

If you’d like to join in, just let us know ! ! ! 

““ NNUUTTHHIINN  22DDOO  WWIIDD  DDIIVVIINN””   
  

EEvveerr  tthhoouugghhtt   aabboouutt   vvoolluunntteeeerriinngg  ??  
 

The term “Voluntary Work” conjures up two questions: 
“you mean, I don’t get paid for it ?” and “…work ?… ” 
 

If you’re still reading . . .  
Volunteering doesn’t have to mean doing something 
mucky that nobody else in their right mind would do. 
The WIIFM factor (whats in it for me) includes that rosy 
glow from feeling you’ve done something good (for a 
change!).   It could be something good for the 
environment, like a clean-up; it could be something good 
for the community; it could be helping a disadvantaged 
group or individual.   And it can actually be fun. 
If that all sounds a bit too goody two-shoes, there’s also 
some longer-term self interests served, too.   It gets you 
involved in activities where you’re treated as an 
individual and equal, and you’re given the scope to 
expand as much as you want to expand your 
responsibility.   You get to feel appreciation for the effort 
you make and the results you bring.   And you can add 
your volunteering experiences to your curriculum vitae to 
demonstrate your character to universities and 
employers. 
 

A government-backed project called the Millennium 
Volunteer (MV) Scheme brings together volunteers and 
clubs and worthy causes. The scheme records your 
voluntary work, and presents you with a certificate when 
you have given 50, 100 and 200 hours of effort.   The 
MV scheme can also give you a reference when you 
want to go for a job or university interview. 
 

For more information about the MV scheme and how 
you can become a volunteer 
telephone  01634 576 138 
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AAddvvaanncceedd  OOppeenn  WWaatteerr  aanndd  JJuunniioorr  AAddvvaanncceedd  OOppeenn  WWaatteerr  DDiivveerr  ccoouurrsseess  
 
Want to take your diving further ?   Want to have the option of participating in deeper dives ?   Want a structured way of 
exploring new diving scenarios and building your diving experience ? 
 
Your next qualification is the PADI Advanced Open Water Diver certification (AOW), or the PADI Junior Advanced Open 
Water Diver certification (JAOW) if you are under 15. 
 
The course involves conducting 5 themed Adventure Dives with the supporting theory. 
2 core Adventure Dives are mandatory:  

·  The Navigation Adventure Dive will build upon the navigation you did for your Open Water 
·  The Deep Adventure Dive takes you beyond your current depth limits to experience the difference 

You have a choice of 3 elective Adventure Dives from a list of over 30, depending upon the location and availability 
·  You might choose from wreck diving … night diving … peak performance buoyancy … boat diving … 

 
As an AOW, you’ll be qualified to dive down to 30 metres.   If you’re under 15, you’ll qualify as a JAOW, able to dive down to 
21 metres.   When you turn 15, your qualification will convert into a full AOW, enabling you to dive down to 30 metres. 
 
The PADI Advanced Open Water Diver qualification can also count towards your PE AS and A2 A-Levels (and your Open 
Water Diver qualification can enable you to choose SCUBA Diving as an activity sport for your PE GCSE). 
 

The cost of the PADI Advanced Diver Course is £219 for CGSB SCUBA Club Members. 
The course fee can be split into 4 instalments to make it easier to manage. 

““ FFooccuuss  OOnn  ……””   
  

In each Newsletter, we will give you an overview of some of the UK dive sites which are accessible to you. 
 

Inland dive sites will include Chepstow, Cromhall, Gildenburgh, Horsea Island, Stoney Cove, Vobster Quay and Wraysbury. 
 

We’ll also include coastal dives, both shore-based diving and boat dives. 
If you’d like to do some UK sea dives, we’d like you to boost your experience with a variety of inland dives first. 

 

In this edition, we look at VOBSTER QUAY,  
one of the newer UK inland dive sites 

 

SSTTOONNEEYY  CCOOVVEE  AAWWAAYYDDAAYYSS  
    

Stoney Cove is the most popular UK inland 
dive site.   It gets overcrowded at weekends, 

so we will be organising midweek dives during 
the summer. 

There are three levels, to 7m, to 22m and to 
38m and there are several sunken attractions 

(coastal tug, APC, bus, helicopter… and more) 
with much better visibility than Leybourne, and 

shoals of perch, roach and some large pike 
This can count towards your Advanced Open 

Water Diver qualification 
  

Let us know if you’d like to join in ! 

  

LLOOOOKKIINNGG  BBAACCKK  ..  ..  ..  
    

CCll iicckk  oonn  tthhiiss  ll iinnkk  ffoorr   tthhee  MMaayy  NNeewwsslleett tteerr  
  

wwwwww..iinnvviiccttaaddiivveerrss..ccoomm//CCGGSSBBSSCCUUBBAACClluubbNNeewwsslleett tteerrMMaayy22000077..ppddff   
  

  

  

SSEEAA  DDIIVVEESS  AANNDD  BBOOAATT  DDIIVVEESS  
    

WWee’’ ll ll   bbee  ccoonndduucctt iinngg  sshhoorree  ddiivveess  oonn  tthhee  
ssoouutthh  ccooaasstt ,,  aanndd  bbooaatt   ddiivveess  iinn  tthhee  cchhaannnneell   

tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ssuummmmeerr..      TThhee  sshhoorree  ddiivveess  
rreeqquuiirree  aa  bbii tt   ooff   ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  sseelleecctt   ddaayyss  
wwhheenn  tthhee  tt iiddeess  aanndd  wweeaatthheerr  aarree  rr iigghhtt ,,    
aanndd  tthhee  bbooaatt   ddiivveess  nneeeedd  aann  aaddvvaannccee  
ccoommmmiittmmeenntt   ff rroomm  yyoouu  ssoo  tthhaatt   wwee  ccaann  

bbooookk  ppllaacceess  oonn  ddiivvee  bbooaattss..  
    

If you would like to branch out and dive in 
the briny, please do contact us in advance 

and let us know.    Only then can we do 
some serious planning.   

DDIIVVIINNGG  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS  
    

CCll iicckk  oonn  tthhiiss  ll iinnkk  ffoorr   ddeettaaii llss  aabboouutt   ddiivv iinngg  
hhooll iiddaayyss  

wwwwww..iinnvviiccttaaddiivveerrss..ccoomm//DDiivviinnggHHooll iiddaayyss..hhttmm  
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What is it ?  – Vobster Quay was a working quarry which, like so many quarries, was abandoned when they dug 
down too far and struck an underground stream.   The flooded quarry was used for a while as an antisubmarine 
warfare testing site: Helicopters would come and drop sonar devices into the lake.   The devices would separate, 
leaving one part floating on the surface to transmit to the helicopter and sending down a tripod-like probe underwater 
on a line.   The probe would detect the submarine and signal to the waiting helicopter where to drop an 
antisubmarine depth charge.    I don’t think they ever sank a submarine there, so perhaps its still submerged ? 
………..   There are still probes to be found (though souvenir hunters have been active). 
Where is it ?  – Vobster Quay Cove is near Frome, about 2.5 hours by car (you get to see Stonehenge on the way !) 
What is it like ?  – There is something for everyone, on a site larger and deeper than Leybourne. Visibility is better at 
the south eastern end, and can be zero – really, you cant see the end of your arm – in the deep part in the north west 
corner.   This makes it ideal for underwater advanced navigation training (there is simply no way can you cheat !!)  
It is a good place to do your Advanced Open Water Diver Deep and Wreck dives, with a 15m cabin cruiser (larger 
than Leybourne), and lots of the quarrying machinery still underwater to explore.   There are also the cockpit, 
fuselage and overwing sections of a regional airliner, several vehicles and a tunnel (enter only when trained).   Entry 
is by giant stride off a quayside or decking, with ladders for exits.   There are changing rooms, showers and toilets 
waterside, a dive shop and a compressor room, a marquee for shelter and, most importantly, the burger bar for food 
and hot drinks ! 
 

 
 
11, 16, 17 – There is a Hawker Siddley 58-seater regional commuter airliner in three sections.    
The first is the cockpit, which still has the flying controls fitted. 

The second is a tubular section of the fuselage, and the third is the overwing 
section of the fuselage, which has turned upside down with the undercarriage 
poking skywards.������������������������������������  
 
 
 
12 – There is the machinery, gantry and 
framework for the crushing plant that 
used to break up the quarried rock prior 
to it being driven away in lorries.   This 
now provides a spooky and interesting 
maze to explore 
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6 – The Jacquin II is a 15m cabin 
cruiser, which lies in 20m of water. 
This is at an ideal depth if you want 
to do your Advanced, or Junior 
Advanced, Open water Diver 
Wreck Adventure Dive at Vobster. 
 
 
14 - The tunnel runs from a lower 
level at 22m to an upper level of the 
quarry at 14m, and was used with 
a conveyor to transport quarried 
rock to the crushing mill.   This is an 
18m long metal cylinder with just enough 
room for two divers side by side.   There is a 
guide line running through the tunnel.   Entry to the 
tunnel is only to divers trained in overhead 
environments or as part of a course with an Instructor.   
 
  
In addition to the Jacquin II, there is also a pleasure cruiser in 8m and the 
wheelhouse of a coastal streamer sitting in 19m, complete with smoke stack, 
but missing the hull ! (perhaps the antisubmarine helicopter got her ……)                                                              
 

 
                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
For those of you taking driving 
lessons, there are some cracking 
examples of how not to park.� 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If your suit leaks a little, you can pay 
a visit to an industrial tumble-drier in 
12m.    
Do remember to take the correct 
change with you for the coin slot, tho. 

 
If you fancy a bit of gardening during 
the dive, you’ll find all of the tools you 
need underwater. 
 
And if you’re any good at plumbing, 
maybe you could fix the leak ? 
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When can we go to 
Vobster Quay ? 

We’ll arrange trips to Vobster 
when you are doing your 

Advanced course, and for fun 
dives when you get in touch 
and ask for a club dive there 

VVoobbsstteerr  QQuuaayy  iiss  aann  AAwwaayyddaayy  oorr  
aa  WWeeeekkeennddeerr //MMiiddwweeeekkeerr  ddiivvee  

llooccaattiioonn..  
LLeeaavviinngg  eeaarrllyy,,  iitt  iiss  ffeeaassiibbllee  ttoo  
ppllaann  ffoorr  ttwwoo  ddiivveess  iinn  aa  ssiinnggllee  
AAwwaayyddaayy..      WWiitthh  aann  oovveerrnniigghhtt  

ssttoopp,,  iitt  iiss  ppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhrreeee  
ddiivveess  ((oorr  ffiivvee  oovveerr  ttwwoo  ddaayyss))..  


